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ASKERN TOWN COUNCIL 
Alexander House, High Street, Askern, 

Doncaster DN6 0AB 

Tel: (01302) 707252 

Email: admin@askerntowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.askerntowncouncil.org.uk 
 

27th January 2021 

MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting of Askern Town Council held via Zoom on Tuesday 

26th January 2021 at 6.00pm  

 

Present: Councillors: F Jackson, G Gracey, H Murphy, J McLaughlin. 

In attendance: District Councillor Iris Beech and Laura Waude (Town Clerk) and thirteen 

members of the public. 

 

 

Welcoming by Mayor: Mayor Councillor Francis Jackson welcomed all Councillors and 

members of the public to the meeting.  

Housekeeping – Cllr F Jackson reminded all present that standing orders apply to virtual 

meetings.  

 

There were no items to which to press and public were excluded.  

 

1. Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr A Butler and Cllr A McLeay’s apologies and reasons for absence 

were received and approved.  

 

2.  No declarations of Interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct or Members Register 

of Interests were received.  

 

3. The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 24th November 2020 were approved 

as a true and accurate record.  

 

4. The minutes of the last Full Council Meeting held on 8th December 2020 were approved 

as a true and accurate record.    

 

5. A discussion of matters arising from the minutes of November and December 2020 

took place and members were reminded that the council intends to host a gala on 17th 

July 2021, a fireworks event on 5th November 2021, Remembrance Services on 

Wednesday 11th November 2021 for schools and a public service Sunday 14th 

November 2021 and a pantomime on 24th November 2021 but that these events are 

subject to COVID restrictions and setbacks caused by the pandemic, the council will 

keep events under review. 

 

6. Planning application 20/03139/COU - Change of use from garden studio to beauty studio 

(RETROSPECTIVE) – no comments. 

Planning application 20/03533/COND – the Council supports the application.   

 

 

http://www.askerntowncouncil.org.uk/


 

2 

 

7. No police report received.  

  

8. Cllr G Gracey and District Councillor I Beech confirmed that building work is taking 

place near the railway off Station Road in Askern. 

 

9. Residents and Councillors discussed some of the difficulties and hardships that some 

people face due to the COVID pandemic and Councillor J McLaughlin explained that 
CRY are offering a food bank service from St Peter’s Church and that a COVID winter 

grant scheme is available from DMBC for those who suffer hardship through poverty as a 

result of the pandemic. A resident asked whether Askern Town Council could arrange 

transport to and from COVID vaccination sites for the vulnerable, the Clerk was asked to 

seek advice regarding this matter from the Yorkshire Local Council’s Association. A 

resident also asked whether the Council could aid with the delivery of free school meal 

vouchers but it was explained that they are emailed out directly to parents/guardians. 

Another resident asked the Council why break-ins, vandalism and car thefts were not on 

the meeting’s agenda, in response the Clerk was asked to list this matter on the agenda for 

the next council meeting. A resident explained that Neighbourhood Watch have a Teams 

meeting arranged aimed to try to tackle current criminal activity in Askern and 

explained that it is in contact with the police and has applied for a grant from Askern 

Town Council for locks to try to help offer residents protection against break ins. 

 

10.  Reports and recommendations from committees/outside bodies 

Cllr F Jackson reported that he attended a YLCA meeting hosted via Zoom on the 9th 

December 2020, the chief officer reported that income from the CCLA investment 

was maintained (although the interest rate was reduced), it was also explained that 

training sessions will continue via Zoom as they have proved very popular although 

the cost of these are under review. It was also reported that he had attended a 

Transport User Group Meeting held 14th January 2021 via Zoom where the main topic 

was the re-routing of bus services and a reduction of some services as a consequence 

of Covid-19. The reopening of Askern Railway Station was again discussed. The 

changes to the bus route in Askern (via Coniston Road) which has caused much 

distress to some residents was also raised. A Parish Councils Joint Consultative 

Committee meeting via Microsoft Teams was held on the 14th January 2021 where 

attendees were informed about the Local Plan independent review submitted to the 

Secretary of State and the fact that it was a fluid document. Presentation on the 

forthcoming national Census 2021 set to take place on 21st March 2021. A COVID-19 

update was received from Dr R Suckling Director of Public Health for Doncaster 

which indicated that Doncaster is heading in the right direction in tackling the 

pandemic. 

Askern Town Council met virtually with Arriva to discuss the bus changes and to 

represent the concerns of some residents and the Council has since written to Arriva 

to request that the bus service reverts back to its former route, the Council has also 

written to SYPTE to request advice. 

 

 11.1. The council resolved to support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill.  

  11.2. NALC- Make a change to local communities – noted.  

 11.3. YLCA - Local Climate and Energy newsletter – noted. 

The Carbon Calculator can be found at 

either https://mackaycarboncalculator.beis.gov.uk/overview/emissions-and-primary-

energy-consumption or http://2050-calculator-tool.decc.gov.uk/ 
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11.4. The National Power Grid intended to shut the crossing on Station Road in Askern 

for six weeks while it carried out works to divert the 11KV overhead line (BAPA 

WB50860/WS) however, they were asked to reconsider this due to the disruption it 

would cause and as an alternative now request Askern Town Council’s permission to 

use its events field to drill under the railway line – Askern Town Council approved this 

request.  

 

 12. Matters of business 

12.1. The change of Arriva's bus route via Coniston Road was addressed and it was 

explained to the meeting that Askern Town Council had met with Arriva and have since 

written to Arriva and SYPTE to express that the only solution it sees as suitable is for 

the bus route to return to its former route. Councillors expressed that they support 

residents and their concerns and asked the Clerk to write a letter to all residents on 

Coniston Road providing them with an update outlining what action the council had 

taken so far.  

12.2. Cllr J McLaughlin explained that the Council had been successful in acquiring a 

grant for £10,000 towards outdoor gym equipment which will be situated on the 

Council’s events field, next to the children’s play area.   

12.3. Three quotations were obtained for outdoor gym equipment - Cllr J McLaughlin 

proposed a quote from Caloo for £11000 net because this quotation offered the most 

pieces of equipment and includes an app to demonstrate how to use the equipment – 

approved unanimously.  

12.4. Cllr J McLaughlin secured funding from DMBC for £500 which will be used after 

the gym equipment has been installed to pay a personal trainer(s) to demonstrate the 

equipment, Askern Town Council delegated the power to make arrangements for this 

to Cllr J McLaughlin who was thanked for his efforts.  

12.5. It was confirmed that it is not necessary to obtain planning permission for the 

outdoor gym project.  

12.6. England is still in a national lockdown due to restrictions because of the COVID 

pandemic and therefore hire hall is only permitted in accordance with government 

guidance.  

12.7. Cllr F Jackson is pursuing quotations for new allotment gates. 

12.8. A grant of £400 was awarded to Askern Community Hub (Library) for it to 

purchase safety equipment (PPE) to try to protect residents against Covid-19. 

12.9. A grant of £2500 was awarded to Askern Neighbourhood Watch for it to offer 

residents a £15 subsidy towards the purchase of new three-point locks to try to further 

secure their homes. Neighbourhood Watch stated that it will work with the local 

PCSO to identify recipients. Cllr G Gracey abstained. 

 

Cllr F Jackson proposed suspending the standing orders for 15 minutes – approved.  

 

12.10. Election material will be considered at the next meeting – postponed.  

12.11. Work to some damaged trees on Askern Lake’s islands is set to take place, and 

upgrading of the consumer unit, after which a post can be erected to which CCTV will 

be attached and installed.  

12.12. Events of Askern Town Council are under review due to COVID-19. 

 

 13. Financial matters 

 13.1. Statement of accounts: payments from 19/11/2020 - 25/12/2020 – APPROVED. 

 13.2. Statement of accounts: receipts from 05/11/2020 - 29/12/2020 – APPROVED. 
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 13.3. The following payments to be made by BACS  

  YLCA - Invoice 1191-2021 Excel Webinar £15.00 – APPROVED. 

DMBC - Invoice 2655639A Work to fix electrics on fountain £391.16 – 

APPROVED. 

 13.4. Bank Reconciliation for the Period Ended 31 December 2020 – APPROVED. 

 13.5. Budgetary Control Statement to 31 December 2020 – APPROVED. 
  

       14. Matters requested by councillors: 

 14.1. Cllr G Gracey – CCTV at Askern Lake - discussed above.  

 

The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and suggested that if anyone in the 

community requires assistance please bring it to the attention of the Clerk so she can 

inform the Council who will endeavour to assist them. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.28pm.  

 

 

Members of the Council 

Cllr F Jackson, Cllr A Butler, 

Cllr G Gracey, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr J McLaughlin, Cllr A McLeay,  

Cllr H Murphy, Cllr M Woodrow and Cllr V Woodrow  

 

 

Since the meeting of the council we have been informed that Community Transport providers 

across South Yorkshire are offering a free return journey to a Covid-19 vaccination site to 

people who cannot access public transport and have no alternative. 

 

Community Transport services are usually available at a subsidised price in South Yorkshire 

for people who find it difficult to use the public transport network. 

To take advantage of this service, please call your local provider first – there are dedicated 

services available in Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield. 

 “Once you have your vaccine appointment, just give us a call to make a free booking. Try to 

give us as much notice as possible and at least one or two days before the journey itself”, says 

Ian Jenkinson of Sheffield Community Transport, on behalf of all local operators. 

 “All Community Transport services use fully accessible vehicles and can pick up passengers 

directly from their homes. We’ll work hard to accommodate as many people as possible, but 

places are limited and will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis.” 

 

You can book your journey with your local Community Transport provider via Doncaster 

Community Transport – Tel: (01302) 342400 


