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MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting of ASKERN TOWN COUNCIL which was held at Alexander House, High Street, Askern, Doncaster DN6 0AB on Tuesday 25th January 2022 at 7.00pm.

Present were councillors Cllr Cheri Bennett, Cllr Mark Faulkner, Cllr George Gracey, Cllr Lindsay Hudson, Cllr Francis Jackson and Cllr Kevin Wood. 
Ward Councillor A White, seven members of the public and L Waude (Town Clerk). 

Mayor Cllr C Bennett welcomed all present to the meeting. 
There were no agenda items to which the public and press may be excluded. 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr T Noon and Cllr D Collins and their reasons given for absence were approved. Ward Councillor Iris Beech’s apologies were noted. 

1. No declarations of interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct or Members Register of Interests were received. 

1. Andy Maddox Business Development Manager, Leisure Services Doncaster Council and Chris Hope DCLT were in attendance and discussed the planning permission for Phase 3 of Askern Leisure Centre/Campsall Park Development. Andy and Chris discussed phases 1 and 2 and the work due to take place to renovate Askern Leisure Centre including future plans and the funding obtained and applied for.  It is anticipated that the leisure centre will reopen at the end of August to September and work to the park will commence thereafter in late September. The Council requested a viewing when the refurbishment is competed. 
Andy and Chris were thanked for attending the meeting and left at 19.36.

It was approved that item 11 on the agenda be moved up. Ward Councillor Austin White was in attendance and voiced support for the Askern Leisure Centre and Campsall Park development. Cllr Mark Faulkner raised concerns from residents regarding traffic calming in Instoneville, Ward Councillor Austen White will support the issues and gave councillor contact details to raise the matter with DMBC. Issues with quads on ‘the green’ were also discussed and Cllr Austen White will make enquiries. 
Cllr George Gracey enquired as to who decided where Enforcement Officers visit as he reported litter and dog fouling on the footpaths, Cllr Austen White has requested stencils to be resprayed on footpaths.  

1. The co-option of a new town councillor to fill the casual vacancy on Askern Town Council took place. Two candidates Jake Keeble and Luke Johnson each spoke for five minutes each and then the council considered the suitability of the candidates in camera, after which the public were invited back into the meeting while the vote took place, Jake Keeble was voted in and co-opted and the Town Clerk gave him the appropriate paperwork to complete. 

1. As a newly co-opted councillor Jake Keeble completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

1. The minutes of the last Full Council Meeting held on 23rd November 2021 were confirmed as a true and accurate record – approved.  

1. No matters arose from the minutes of the last Full Council Meeting held on 23rd November 2021.

1. The Diversion of 11KV Overhead Line, Station Road, Askern, Doncaster (BAPA WB50860/WS) has been completed and Northern Power Grid will return next year before spring to inspect the land and make good any damage caused by their work. 

1. No planning matters to consider. 

1. SY Police requested use of an office upstairs at Alexander House to be used as a base by the police and DMBC workers – approved on an initial six month basis. 

1. Ward Councillor’s Report was received above. 

1. A member of the public raised issues over communications but acknowledged that the new website is under development. 

1. To receive reports and recommendations from committees/outside bodies:                         
13.1. No update received from the Human Resources and Grievance/Complaints Committee. 
13.2. The Communication and Engagement Committee reported that the new website is currently under development and is hoping to go live over the next couple of months. Cllr Lyndsay Hudson reminded members to create a blurb and send a photograph for the new website. 
13.3. The Environmental and Sustainability Committee reported that some public engagement had taken place and dog fouling was the main concern raised but that the committee have created a plan which is a liquid document in the early stages. Everyone was welcomed to attend both committee meetings. 
13.4. Cllr Francis Jackson attended the PCJCC meeting and the Joint Executive meetings of YLCA. Cllr F Jackson will attend the YLCA Conference 2022 at a cost of £40 – approved. 
 
1. Matters of business
14.1. Askern Town Council’s Committee Structure and members – approved.  
14.2. To discuss Askern Railway Station – deferred. 
14.3. To review and approve Askern Town Council's 5 Year Business Plan – deferred. 
14.4. To consider training courses for staff for the use of pesticides and approve associated costs or alternatives. Costs and training approved but booking will be deferred until 28th February 2022 to allow Cllr K Wood to research alternatives.    
14.5. To consider purchasing technology for councillors to use for council business – deferred. 
14.6. To consider for approval the quotation for new signage around Askern Lake – more quotes required. 

15. Financial matters
       15.1. Statement of accounts: payments from 12/11/2021 - 19/01/2022 - approved. 
       15.2. Statement of accounts: receipts from to 15/11/2021 – 11/01/2022 - approved. 
       15.3. Statement of accounts: petty cash to 18/01/2022 - approved.
       15.4. Bank Reconciliation for the Period Ended 31 December 2021 - approved.
       15.5. To approve payments to be made by BACS:
	15.5.1. Election costs - approved.
15.5.2. Allotment society - approved.
        	
16. Matters requested by councillors
16.1. Cllr T Noon - to consider initiating a new project to renovate or purchase new equipment for Alfred Road Play Park – deferred.
16.2. Cllr D Collins - to consider the creation of a scrutiny committee – deferred.
16.3. Cllr K Wood – to consider displaying Christmas lights on lampposts around the 'Green' – deferred.
16.4. Cllr F Jackson – to approve the purchase of commemorative coins for the Queen’s Jubilee – deferred.

The Mayor Cllr C Bennett thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 21.10.



Members of the Council
Cllr Cheri Bennett, Cllr Derek Collins, Cllr Mark Faulkner,
Cllr George Gracey, Cllr Lindsay Hudson, Cllr Francis Jackson, 
Cllr Thomas Noon and Cllr Kevin Wood 
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